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HOW LOUIS  XIII AND RICHELIEU CON-
SOLIDATED  HENRY IV'S   WORK

CHILD rulers are the plague of monarchies. Henry IV had bestowed
the regency on Queen Marie des Medici, the haughty Italian-
a fat blonde, handsome enough when Rubens painted her, very
well pleased with herself, an authoritarian without authority. The new
king was only nine, a sullen, shy child who was left to the mercies of
riding masters, manservants and cooks. It is possible that his mother, by
neglecting his upbringing, hoped to prolong his minority. She herself
was dominated by a childhood friend, Leonora Galigai, a swarthy and
greedy sorceress suckled by the same wet nurse as herself, whom she had
imported from Florence. Leonora had married an affected fop named
Concini, and for some years this strange pair ruled over the Queen
Mother and, through her, over France. Concini, made Marquis of Ancre,
had himself named marshal. The Great Ones protested, for Henry IV's
death had restored their hope of again making France into an oligarchy.
'The day of kings has passed', they said; 'that of the princes and Great
Ones has dawned1. By a miracle of charm and adroitness, Henry IV,
playing on everyone's weariness of civil strife, had imposed the royal
authority; but personal charm is not a 'recipe for government', and this
'skill, untransmittable, passed away with the artist'."1

The Concmis had the wisdom to retain Henry IV's old ministers, 'the
bearded fellows', except for Sully whom everyone detested, and these
old fellows had the wisdom to understand that the weaknesses of a
regency made any war undesirable. The campaign which the late king
had begun against die Habsburgs was wound up and, to make peace sure,
Marie de* Medici decided to marry her son die King to Anne of Austria,
daughter of Philip III, King of Spain, and great-granddaughter of
Charles V. This caused an outcry among the Protestants, who felt that
this was a threat to them, and it did not placate the Catholic nobility;
the Great Ones of both religions formed a league and denounced the
abuses of the regency. As for the country, it was against the Great Ones
and for the King; so it was a reasonable step in 1614 to convene the States
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